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RESEARCH INTERESTS

International relations, international and comparative political economy, environmental and energy politics,
political economy of finance

CURRENT PosITIONS

2019-
2018-
2015-

Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Pittsburgh
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Political Science Department, University of Pittsburgh

Assistant Professor of Public Policy (secondary affiliation), GSPIA, University of Pittsburgh

OTHER AND PAST AFFILIATIONS

2018-
2018
2017
2015-
2015-19
2014-15
2008-13

EpucatioN

2014
2008
2007

Books

2018

Director of Energy Access Research, Initiative for Sustainable Energy Policy

Visiting Scientist, Sciences Po, Paris (Summer)

Visiting Scientist, Sciences Po, Paris (Summer)

Affiliate, Global Studies Center, University of Pittsburgh

Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Pittsburgh

Postdoctoral Fellow, Browne Center for International Politics, University of Pennsylvania

Visiting Scientist, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, Germany

Ph.D. in Politics, New York University
M.A. in Political Economy (with distinction), University of Essex (UK)

Licence in International Relations, Graduate Institute of International Studies (Switzerland)

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2018. Escaping the
Energy Poverty Trap: When and How Governments Power the Lives of the Poor. Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press.

AKklin, Michaél and Johannes Urpelainen. 2018. Renewables: The Politics of a Global Energy
Transition. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

[Reviews by Foreign Affairs, Varun Sivaram, Josh Busby, and Dustin Mulvaney. ]
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mailto:aklin@pitt.edu
https://michaelaklin.github.io
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/capsule-review/2018-10-16/renewables-politics-global-energy-transition
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057%2Fs41312-018-0046-8
https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1057/s41312-018-0064-6?author_access_token=b0uIVtcaLzlKqjqqeHARPlxOt48VBPO10Uv7D6sAgHv4ApbIOdhUVjg9RCUmYLhGqIJpz0X6O_Z8JYI_Etsdw9vOuyhCVMMBYyp0GxwwjJOwavbQ2OW36xDwn5miI5Zc6jcVZrkfV1QDICZEjXFxvQ%3D%3D
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41312-018-0066-4

ARTICLES

Forth.

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

Aklin, Michaél and Andreas Kern. Forthcoming. The Side Effects of Central Bank
Independence. American Journal of Political Science.

AKklin, Michaél and Andreas Kern. 2019. Moral Hazard and Financial Crises: Evidence
from American Troop Deployments. International Studies Quarterly 63(1): 15-29.

[Coverage by NPR.]

Aklin, Michaél. 2018. How Robust Is the Renewable Energy Industry to Political Shocks?
Evidence from the 2016 U.S. Elections. Business & Politics 20(4): 523-552 (special issue
edited by Llewelyn Hughes and Jonas Meckling).

Aklin, Michaél, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2018. A Global Analysis of Progress
in Household Electrification. Energy Policy 122: 421-428.

Aklin, Michaél, Chao-yo Cheng, Johannes Urpelainen. 2018. Social Acceptance of New
Energy Technology in Developing Countries: A Framing Experiment in Rural India. Energy
Policy 113: 466-477.

Aklin, Michaél, Chao-yo Cheng, Johannes Urpelainen. 2018. Geography, Community,
Household: Adoption of Distributed Solar Power across India. Energy for Sustainable
Development 42: 54-63.

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2018. Economics
of Household Technology Adoption in Developing Countries: Evidence from Solar
Technology Adoption in Rural India. Energy Economics 72: 35-46.

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2017. Does Basic
Energy Access Generate Socio-Economic Benefits? A Field Experiment with Off-Grid Solar
Power in India. Science Advances 3(5): 1-8.

[Coverage by The Economist, Reuters, Economic Times, and others.]

Aklin, Michaél. 2016. Re-Exploring the Trade and Environment Nexus Through the
Diffusion of Pollution Environmental & Resource Economics 64(4): 663-682.

Aklin, Michaél, Chao-yo Cheng, Johannes Urpelainen, Karthik Ganesan, and Abhishek
Jain. 2016. Factors Affecting Household Satisfaction with Electricity Supply in Rural India.
Nature Energy. 1(16170): 1-6.

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2015. The Political
Economy of Energy Access: Survey Evidence from India on State Intervention and Public
Opinion. Energy Research and Social Science 10: 250-258.

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2015. Quantifying
Slum Electrification in India and Explaining Local Variation. Energy 80(1): 203-212.

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2014. Information
and Energy Policy Preferences: A Survey Experiment on Public Opinion about Electricity
Pricing Reform in Rural India. Economics of Governance 15(4): 305-327.

Aklin, Michaél and Johannes Urpelainen. 2014. The Global Spread of Environmental
Ministries: Domestic-International Interactions. International Studies Quarterly 58(4):
764-780.
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https://academic.oup.com/isq/article-abstract/63/1/15/5290056
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article-abstract/63/1/15/5290056
https://www.npr.org/2015/11/10/454589085/the-best-laid-backup-plans
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/business-and-politics/article/how-robust-is-the-renewable-energy-industry-to-political-shocks-evidence-from-the-2016-us-elections/CAE5D8F7A7FF21D86DC003B08ADB0FAE
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/business-and-politics/article/how-robust-is-the-renewable-energy-industry-to-political-shocks-evidence-from-the-2016-us-elections/CAE5D8F7A7FF21D86DC003B08ADB0FAE
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030142151830466X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030142151830466X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421517307292
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421517307292
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0973082617301266
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0973082617301266
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140988318300690
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140988318300690
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140988318300690
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/5/e1602153/tab-article-info
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/5/e1602153/tab-article-info
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/5/e1602153/tab-article-info
https://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21722156-does-light-equal-enlightenment-cheap-illuminations-benefits-remote-areas-may
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-solar-scale-idUSKBN18R21U
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/no-socioeconomic-benefits-in-rural-india-after-electrification/articleshow/58737403.cms
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-015-9893-1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-015-9893-1
https://doi.org/10.1038/nenergy.2016.170
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629615300128
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629615300128
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629615300128
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544214013188
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544214013188
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10101-014-0146-5
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10101-014-0146-5
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10101-014-0146-5
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/isqu.12119/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/isqu.12119/abstract

2013

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2014. Who Blames
Corruption for the Poor Enforcement of Environmental Laws? Survey Evidence From
Brazil. Environmental Economics and Policy Studies 16(3): 241-262.

Aklin, Michaél and Johannes Urpelainen. 2014. Perceptions of Scientific Dissent Undermine
Public Support for Environmental Policy. Environmental Science & Policy 28: 173-177.

Aklin, Michaél and Johannes Urpelainen. 2013. Political Competition, Path Dependence,
and the Strategy of Sustainable Energy Transitions. American Journal of Political Science
57(3): 643-658.

Aklin, Michaél, Patrick Bayer, S.P. Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen. 2013. Understanding
Environmental Policy Preferences: New Evidence from Brazil. Ecological Economics 94: 28-
36.

Aklin, Michaél and Johannes Urpelainen. 2013. Debating Clean Energy: Frames, Counter
Frames, and Audiences. Global Environmental Change 23(5): 1225-1232.

[Coverage in Nature Climate Change.]

Book CHAPTERS

2018

2015

REPORTS

2015

MEeDiA

2018

2017

2015

Aklin, Michaél. “International Relations Theories and Climate Change Politics.” In Urs
Luterbacher and Detlef Sprinz (eds.). Global Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts, and Enduring
Challenges. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Aklin, Michaél, Eric Arias, Emine Deniz, and B. Peter Rosendorff. 2015. “Domestic Politics
of Trade Policy.” In Robert Scott and Stephen Kosslyn (eds). Emerging Trends in the Social
and Behavioral Sciences. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons.

Jain, Abhishek, Sudatta Ray, Karthik Ganesan, Michaél Aklin, Chao-Yo Cheng, and
Johannes Urpelainen. 2015. Access to Clean Cooking Energy and Electricity. New Delhi:
Council on Energy, Environment and Water.

Middle-Income Countries Big Winner from Off-Grid Energy. Who's Next? Power for All,
November 22, 2018.

Six Nuclear Reactors Worth of Off-Grid Renewable Energy Deployed in Last 10 Years — But
Sub-Saharan Africa Lagging, Power for All, November 20, 2018.

How India’s impressive electrification compares with South Asian nations, The Print,
September 13, 2018.

Off-grid power not a silver bullet for rural India, Swissinfo, August 16, 2017.

Off-grid solar power and the future of rural electrification in India, Ideas for India, July 17,
2017.

Can solar micro-grids deliver basic electricity access in Indian villages? Ideas for India, April
17,2015.
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http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10018-014-0076-z
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10018-014-0076-z
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10018-014-0076-z
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901113002141
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901113002141
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ajps.12002/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ajps.12002/full
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S092180091300181X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S092180091300181X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S095937801300054X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S095937801300054X
http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/v3/n7/full/nclimate1939.html
http://ceew.in/pdf/CEEW-ACCESS-Report-29Sep15.pdf
https://www.powerforall.org/insights/energy-policy/middle-income-countries-big-winner-grid-energy-whos-next
https://www.powerforall.org/insights/africa/six-nuclear-reactors-worth-of-grid-renewable-energy-deployed-last-10-years-sub-saharan-africa-lagging
https://www.powerforall.org/insights/africa/six-nuclear-reactors-worth-of-grid-renewable-energy-deployed-last-10-years-sub-saharan-africa-lagging
https://theprint.in/opinion/how-indias-impressive-electrification-compares-with-south-asian-nations/115134/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/opinion_off-grid-power-not-a-silver-bullet-for-rural-india/43294158
http://www.ideasforindia.in/article.aspx?article=Off-grid-solar-power-and-the-future-of-rural-electrification-in-India
http://www.ideasforindia.in/article.aspx?article_id=1439

2014

TaLks

La Suisse doit reprendre l'initiative en Europe avec une politique énergétique proactive, Le
Temps, October 31, 2014.

How (not) to talk about climate change, Washington Post (Monkey Cage), May 22, 2014.

* = invited talk

2019
2018
2017
2016

2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009

ETHZ, NYU, MPSA, EPFL, University of Lucerne
UCSB*, ETHZ/KOF*, NYU, University of Pennsylvania, Strathclyde*, MPSA, APSA
Sciences Po*, NYU*, MPSA, APSA

Heidelberg*, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign*, Princeton (SSRC Workshop),
Environmental Politics & Governance

Washington University in St Louis*, University of Pennsylvania*, IPES, MPSA
ETHZ/University of Ziirich*, Université de Montréal*, APSA, IPES, MPSA
University of Pittsburgh*, Columbia University*, Yale*, APSA, IPES, MPSA
IPES, MPSA

Princeton University, IPES, MPSA

University of Potsdam*

International Scientific Conference on Climate Change (Denmark)

OTHER SKILLS

Computer Skills: R, Stata

Languages: English (fluent), French (native speaker), German and Swiss German (native speaker)

Honors & GRANTS

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

British Academy, “The Effectiveness of Carbon Markets in Europe, 2005-2012.” Co-PI (with
Patrick Bayer).

University of Pittsburgh, Global Academic Partnership ($20,000). Promoting Sustainability
in the Solar Microgrid Sector.

International Growth Centre (IGC) (GBP22,040). A Global Database of Rural Electrification.
Co-PI (joint with S.P. Harish and Johannes Urpelainen).

Browne Center, University of Pennsylvania. Exchange Rates in Argentina. Co-PI (with Julia
Gray).

Shakti Foundation and ClimateWorks ($77,000). A Comprehensive Survey of Rural Energy
Access and Poverty in Six Major Deprived States of India. Co-PI (joint with CEEW and
Johannes Urpelainen)

International Growth Centre (1GC) ($44,200). Rural Electrification with Off-Grid Community
Microgrids: An Impact Evaluation in Uttar Pradesh. Co-PI (joint with Patrick Bayer, S.P.
Harish, and Johannes Urpelainen).

IPES Travel Grant
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http://www.letemps.ch/Page/Uuid/820c9ec2-604c-11e4-802c-cf45623830fa/La_Suisse_doit_reprendre_linitiative_en_Europe_avec_une_politique_%C3%A9nerg%C3%A9tique_proactive
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/05/22/how-not-to-communicate-uncertainty-about-climate-change/

2009 International Scientific Conference on Climate Change, Copenhagen. Travel grant.

TeEACHING

Political Research and Analysis (intro to econometrics) (graduate)
International Political Economy of Developing Countries (graduate)
Global Environmental Politics (undergraduate)

Politics and Financial Crises (undergraduate)

Climate Change and Public Policy (undergraduate)

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

Service to the university: undergraduate committee; Chair selection committee; Arts & Sciences grant
committee.

Service to the discipline:

2018- Committee member, Virtual IPES

2018- American Political Science Association: committee member for the best book award of the
International Collaboration section.

2018 International Steering Committee, Environmental Politics & Governance conference

Reviewer for the following journals: American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review,
British Journal of Political Science, Business & Politics, Clean Technologies and Environmental Policy, Ecological
Economics, Economics of Governance, Economics & Politics, Energy, Energy Journal, Energy Policy, Energy Research
& Social Science, Environmental Politics, Environmental & Resource Economics, Environmental Science & Policy,
European Political Science Review, Foreign Policy Analysis, Gender, Place, and Culture, Global Environmental
Change, International Interactions, International Organization, International Studies Quarterly, International Studies
Review, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of East Asian Studies, Journal of Elections, Public Opinion & Parties,
Journal of Environment and Development, Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, Journal of Politics,
Journal of Public Policy, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Legislative Studies Quarterly, Nature Energy,
Palgrave Communication, PNAS, Political Research Quarterly, Political Science Research and Methods, Policy Studies
Journal, PS: Political Science and Politics, Public Opinion Quarterly, Review of Development Economics, Review
of International Organizations, Social Science Journal, State Politics & Policy Quarterly, Sustainability: Science,
Practice, & Policy, Third World Quarterly, Utilities Policy.

Reviewer for the following institution: Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research, NSF, Oxford University
Press, Social Science Research Council, Mellon International Dissertation Research Fellowship, Routledge.

Last updated: July 11, 2019
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