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Scholars express concern that partisans selectively consume congenial
television news sources, creating ‘echo chambers’—but also wonder to what
NEERTs, extent those who consume partisan media are already so extreme as to be
s R IO G unpersuadable. However, rampant over-reporting of news consumption in

.......
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-_'_'~_'-_'._'.:._+,_-_:_‘.;.'_:_' . surveys has left the extent of partisan media selective exposure and the
RO KA composition of its viewers unclear. We report findings from four novel data
SR -i'.:::;:' ::jfjijf sources which each link behavioral data on television news consumption to

SRS administrative data on party registration or survey measures of political
attitudes—among the first such data ever published. We document

meaningful partisan echo chambers: approximately 1 in 7 partisans consume

over 1 hour of congenial partisan media per week, and they rarely consume

cross-cutting out-partisan media. Moreover, these heavy consumers’ political

attitudes and behaviors are only slightly different than partisans’ generally,

suggesting they are likely persuadable. However, partisan echo chambers are
pierced in two key ways: first, both sides’ partisan media consumers typically

also consume considerable local and broadcast news; and second, the same

news events usually (but not always) stimulate interest in news consumption

among both sides. Our findings underscore concerns about partisan media’s
influence and the growing polarization of traditionally moderate local and
broadcast news.




	CAP SeriesDavid BroockmanPoster
	New Page


