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EDUCATION 
 
 University of Pittsburgh – Pittsburgh, PA  
      PhD (expected 2018), Political Science  
           Dissertation Committee:  Chris Bonneau (chair), Kristin Kanthak,  
           Victoria Shineman, Gregory Caldeira (The Ohio State University) 
       Qualifying Exam Subfields:  American Politics, Political Behavior 
      MA (2015), Political Science  
 
 Eastern Michigan University – Ypsilanti, MI  
      MPA (2013), Public Management Concentration 
 
 University of Michigan – Ann Arbor, MI  
      BA (2010), Political Science & German 
  
 Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg – Freiburg, Germany  
      Center for Global and Intercultural Study (2008-2009)  
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

Representation, American politics, political behavior, public opinion, public policy, 
gender and politics, race and politics, identity politics, judicial politics 

 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS  
 
 Forthcoming.  “Effects of Same-Sex Legislation on Attitudes Toward Homosexuality.”  

Political Research Quarterly. 
 
 Forthcoming.  “Descriptive Gender Representation and Legitimacy in U.S. Trial Courts.”  

Justice System Journal. 
 
2017.  “Evaluating the Effects of Multiple Opinion Rationales on Supreme Court 
Legitimacy” (with Chris W. Bonneau, Jarrod T. Kelly, Kira Pronin, and Matthew Zarit).  
American Politics Research 45 (May):  335-365. 

 
LAW REVIEWS 
 
 2015.  “Much Ado About Nothing:  The Irrelevance of Williams-Yulee v. The Florida 

Bar on the Conduct of Judicial Elections” (with Chris W. Bonneau).  Vanderbilt Law 
Review En Banc 68:  31-41. 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES 
 
 Forthcoming.  “Citizens United v. FEC”  (with Chris W. Bonneau).  In Encyclopedia of 

American Civil Rights and Liberties Revised and Expanded Edition, edited by Kara 
Stooksbury, Otis Stephens, and John Scheb.  Santa Barbara, CA:  ABC-CLIO. 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
 2017.  “Supreme Court Judgments based on Reasons Outside the Law are Unlikely to 

Harm its Legitimacy”  (with Chris W. Bonneau, Jarrod T. Kelly, Kira Pronin, and 
Matthew Zarit).  United States Politics and Policy blog at London School of Economics 
(Jan. 13th).  Available at:  http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2017/01/13/supreme-court-
judgments-based-on-reasons-outside-the-law-are-unlikely-to-harm-its-legitimacy/ 

 
 2015.  “The Supreme Court Said Judges Can’t Solicit Campaign Contributions.  This 

Probably Won’t Matter”  (with Chris W. Bonneau).  The Monkey Cage at The 
Washington Post (May 7th).  Available at: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/05/07/the-supreme-court-
said-judges-cant-solicit-campaign-contributions-this-probably-wont-matter/ 

 
RESEARCH GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS 
 
 National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, Law and Social  
 Sciences Division, “Diversity and Judicial Legitimacy in State Courts,” Award #1728928  
 ($19,160), 2017-2018 
 
 American Political Science Association Centennial Center Grant, Special Fund for  
 Women and Politics ($2,000), 2017-2018 
 
 Edward and Marian Lieberman Political Science Dissertation Award ($1,000), 2017  
 
 University of Pittsburgh Graduate Student Organization, Summer Research Grant  
 ($500), 2017 
 
 Social Sciences Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, University of Pittsburgh (Tuition,  
 Stipend), 2016-2017 
 
 Small Research Grant, Center for the Study of American Politics and Society,  
 University of Pittsburgh ($400, $500), 2015; 2017 
  
 University Honors College Research Fellowship Mentor ($500), 2016 
 
 Summer Research Grant, University of Pittsburgh Department of Political Science  
 ($3,000, $1,500, $2,000), 2014-2016 
 
 University of Pittsburgh, Umberger Fellowship (Tuition, Stipend), 2013-2014 
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AWARDS 
 
 Tamara Horowitz Graduate Paper Prize, Gender, Sexuality, & Women’s Studies  
 Program, University of Pittsburgh ($250), 2017 
 
 University of Pittsburgh Graduate & Professional Student Government Travel Grant  
 ($200, $400, $248), 2015-2017 
 
 University of Pittsburgh Department of Political Science Travel Award ($250, $150),  
 2015-2017 
 
 University of Pittsburgh Arts & Sciences Graduate Student Organization Travel Grant  
 ($200), 2016-2017 
 
 Outstanding Presenter Award, University of Pittsburgh Graduate Student Expo, 2016 
 
 University of Pittsburgh Arts & Sciences PBC Travel Award ($600), 2015-2016 
 
 Pi Alpha Alpha, Eastern Michigan University, 2013 
 
 Prestage-Cook Travel Award, Southern Political Science Association, 2013. 
 
 University Honors, University of Michigan, 2007; 2010 
 
 Arati Sharangpani Memorial Award, University of Michigan, 2008 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 
 
 “Diversity and Judicial Legitimacy in State Trial Courts.”  Dissertation. 
 
 “When Cues Collide:  How Partisanship Shapes Perceptions of Gay Political Candidates” 

(with Eric Loepp).  Working Paper. 
 
 “Ideas or People?  The Relationship between Feminist Values and Representation.”  

Working Paper. 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 

September 2017.  “Diversity and Judicial Legitimacy in State Trial Courts.”  American 
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA. 
 
April 2017.  “Descriptive and Substantive Representation in State Trial Courts.”  Midwest 
Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 
January 2017.  “Effects of Same-Sex Legislation on Attitudes Toward Homosexuals.”  
Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. 
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April 2016.  “Race, Gender, and Education Effects on Elite Responsiveness.”  Midwest 
Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 
January 2016.  “Ideas or People?  The Relationship between Feminist Values and 
Representation.”  Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Juan, PR. 
 
April 2015.  “Descriptive Gender Representation and Legitimacy in U.S. Trial Courts.”  
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 
 
January 2015.  “Evaluating the Effects of Multiple Opinion Rationales on Supreme Court 
Legitimacy” (Co-authored with Chris W. Bonneau, Jarrod T. Kelly, Kira Pronin, and 
Matthew Zarit).  Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, 
LA.  

 
February 2013.  “Citizen Participation in Municipal Budgeting.”  Joint Seminar on Local 
Government Financial Management, presented at Eastern Michigan University in 
collaboration with the University of Applied Sciences (Kehl, Germany), Ypsilanti, MI. 

 
January 2013.  “White House Counsel:  Expert Legal Advisor or Master Political  
Strategist?”  Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. 

 
October 2012.  “If Not Ideal Types, Then What?  New Classifications of American 
Cities.”  Southeastern Conference for Public Administration, Coral Springs, FL.  

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
 University of Pittsburgh, Department of Political Science   
      Ford Institute Working Group on Gender, United Nations GEPA, 2015       
      Research Assistant to Dr. Jonathan Woon, 2015 
      Research Assistant to Dr. Sharece Thrower, 2014-2015   
  
 Eastern Michigan University, Department of Political Science 
      Research Assistant to Dr. Elaine Martin and Dr. Barry Pyle, 2011-2013 
 
 University of Michigan, Department of Political Science  
      Research Assistant to Dr. Mariah Zeisberg – War Powers:  The Politics of  
      Constitutional Authority (2013), Princeton University Press, 2010-2012 
 
 Washtenaw County Trial Court (Ann Arbor, MI) 
      Intern for the Honorable Timothy Connors, 2009 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
 University of Pittsburgh, Department of Political Science 
      Instructor of Record: 
           PS 1211 Legislative Process, Fall 2017   
           PS 1204 Women in Politics, Summer 2017 
                Cross-listed with the Gender, Sexuality, & Women’s Studies Program 
           PS 0200 American Political Process, Summer 2016 
      Teaching Fellow: 
           PS 0200 American Political Process, Fall 2014 
      Training: 
           Certificate in Pedagogy, University of Pittsburgh, Spring 2017 
                University Center for Teaching and Learning  
                Concentrations:  Pedagogy, Ed. Technology, Prof. Development 
   
SERVICE 
 
 Member, American Politics Search Committee, Department of Political Science,  
 University of Pittsburgh, Fall 2017 
 
 President; Social Chair; Cohort Representative, Political Science Graduate Student  
 Executive Council, University of Pittsburgh, 2013-present 
 
 Reader, AP Government and Politics Exam, Salt Lake City, UT, 2015-present 
 
 Member, Planning and Budgeting Committee, Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences,  
 University of Pittsburgh, 2016-2017 

 
 Member, Graduate Education Committee, Department of Political Science, University of  
 Pittsburgh, 2016-2017 
 
 Panel Chair, Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, January 2017 
  
 Graduate Mentor, University Honors College, University of Pittsburgh, Fall 2016 
 
 Editorial Assistant, State Politics and Policy Quarterly, 2015-2016 
 
 Graduate Assistant, Behavioral Models of Politics Conference, University of Pittsburgh,  
 Spring 2016 
 
 Social Programs Coordinator and Political Science Representative, Arts and Sciences  
 Graduate Student Organization, University of Pittsburgh, 2015-2016 
 
 Representative, Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences Graduate Council, University of  
 Pittsburgh, 2014-2016 
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REFERENCES 
 
Chris W. Bonneau, Associate Professor 
Department of Political Science 
University of Pittsburgh 
4600 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 
Pittsburgh, PA  15260 
cwbonneau@pitt.edu 
 
Steven Finkel, Professor and Daniel Wallace Chair in Political Science 
Department of Political Science 
University of Pittsburgh 
4600 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 
Pittsburgh, PA  15260 
finkel@pitt.edu 
 
Kristin Kanthak, Associate Professor 
Department of Political Science 
University of Pittsburgh 
4600 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 
Pittsburgh, PA  15260 
kanthak@pitt.edu 
 
Victoria Shineman, Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
University of Pittsburgh 
4600 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 
Pittsburgh, PA  15260 
shineman@pitt.edu 
 
 


